
 
Elections Board Statement on Spring 2020 Poll Results 

 
On March 6, 2020, the Elections Board posted the spring 2020 election results with names only of 

actual people who could potentially meet the candidate requirements, as noted in the SGA 

Constitution. The intent was not to change the results of the elections, but to only report eligible 

candidates. The elections manual defines eligible undergraduate candidates for Legislative and 

Executive branch as having a 2.30 GPA and earned 12 credit hours from The University of Alabama. 

Write-in candidates must meet the minimum certification qualifications set for candidates whose 

names appear on the ballot. See Qualification of Candidates defining candidates’ eligibility on section 

3 of the elections manual, pages 4 and 5. 

  

The Board felt that some of the write-in votes on the election ballot could be seen as slanderous, not 

respectful, and/or not promoting equity and inclusion. Consequently, in addition to being 

appropriate under the language of the constitution, the omission of the write-in commentary was 

consistent with the Capstone Creed, which states “As a member of The University of Alabama 

community, I will pursue knowledge, act with fairness, integrity and respect; promote equity and 

inclusion; foster individual and civic responsibility; and strive for excellence in all I do.” 

 

The Elections Board met on March 8, 2020 at 8:00 PM to discuss the petition filed contesting the 

official elections results. After reviewing the concerns listed in the petition, the Board has decided to 

post the full results in their entirety, including write-in comments on the evening of March 8, 2020 to 

the SGA website.  

  

The Elections Board looks forward to working with the Student Government on examining the use of 

profane and offensive language within write-in votes during elections. The Board continues to 

support freedom of speech for all students and encourages civic engagement across campus. 

 


