
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The University of Alabama 
22nd Student Senate 2017-2018 

Agenda for February 15th, 2018 
Regular Session 

 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 
II. Recitation of the SGA Mission statement and the Capstone Creed by Senator Bishop 

and Senator Echols 
 

III. Announcements:  
 

IV. Break for Committees 
 

V. Old Business:  
a) B-09: A bill to increase efficiency, accountability, and oversight of all student 

government association projects, entities, and actions Senator Pendley 
b) C-02: Dean of student oversight on senate standings Senator Harrison 

Adams 
c) C-03: Student Election Board Amendment Senator Baily Martin 

 
VI. New Business: 

a) R-20:  A resolution requesting The University of Alabama re-commemorate 
Morgan Hall after Juliette Hampton Morgan Senator Mike Smith 

b) C-04: A Constitutional Amendment to Remove the Position of Executive 
Secretary Senator Mike Smith  

  
VII. Adjourn 

 
 
 



 
Bill B-09-18 

The University of Alabama 
22nd Senate 2017-2018 

  
Authored By: Sen. Robert Pendley 
Sponsored By: Sen. Rob Harrington, Sen. Madeline Turner, Sen. Marissa Navarro, Sen. Rebecca 
Rose Lutonsky, Sen. Darby McQueen, Sen. Salvatore Arena, and Sen. Harrison Smoak. 
  

A BILL TO INCREASE EFFICIENCY, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND OVERSIGHT OF 
ALL STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION PROJECTS, ENTITIES, AND 

ACTIONS 
  
Be it enacted by the Senate of the Student Government Association assembled. 
  
Section 1. Findings – The Senate finds the following: 
a.     The Student Government Association Constitution provides that “[t]he Senate shall 
maintain the following permanent committees: … Committee on Ethics.” SGA Const. Art. III, § 
7(H). 
b.     The Student Government Code of Laws was written with broadening qualifiers (“but are not 
limited to”) so as to envision flexibility for increased oversight needs. See SGA Code of Laws 
Ch. 304.1.7 (SGA, Directory Documents through Sep. 2016). 
c.     The Senate Oversight Committee is currently the only entity within the Student Government 
Association committed to oversight and ethics. See SGA Code of Laws Ch. 304.1.7 (SGA, 
Directory Documents through Oct. 2016). 
d.     There are limited references throughout the Student Government Association’s Constitution 
and Code of Laws referencing ethics or oversight. See, e.g., SGA Code of Laws Chs. 201.5.10, 
02.1.5, 203.3, 301.10, 304.1, 304.1.7, 406.3.1, 602.3.4 (SGA, Directory Documents through Sep. 
2016). 
e.     It is a widely held principle that any government will not be able to attain “a utopian ideal of 
self-governance” but should strive to “encourage, foster, and promote ethical public service to 
the highest degree possible, given the tools of democracy.” John L. Mills, The Future of 
Governmental Ethics: Law and Morality, 17 Dick. J. Int’l L. 405, 408 (1999). 
f.      Frequent elections, political competition, and separate yet vigilant branches of government 
are “essential components of a democratic system that discourages corruption in government.” 
See Philip Heymann, Democracy and Corruption, 20 Fordham Int’l L. J. 323, 329 (1996). 
g.     Another “tool of democracy” is the principle of “checks and balances.” 
h.     As early as 1838, government scholars have equated governmental and constitutional law 
with trust law. Seth Davis, The False Promise of Fiduciary Government, 89 Notre Dame L. Rev. 



1145, 1146-7 (2014) (citing Paul D. Carrington, Meaning and Professionalism in American Law, 
10 Const. Comm. 297, 305 (1993).). 
i.      In American law, there is a fiduciary obligation on certain relationships where one party 
stands in a position of trust relative to another. See Restatement (Second) of Trusts § 170 cmt. a 
(Am. Law Inst. 1959). 
j.      Students of The University of Alabama deserve an internally accountable student 
government because of the position of trust between students and their government 
representatives. See SGA Const. Preamble (“We, the students of The University of Alabama … 
to serve the common interests of all students, to train ourselves in democratic government….”). 
k.     The position of trust between students and their government representatives should follow 
the theory of government fiduciaries. 
l.      The duty of a fiduciary includes a duty of loyalty and care. See Community Counselling 
Service, Inc. v. Reilly, 317 F.2d 239 (4th Cir. 1963); Buchanan v. Skinner, 2014 WL 5093057 at 
1 (S.D. Ala. 2014); Foley v. Interactive Data Corp., 47 Cal. 3d 654 (Cal. 1988); Hamburger v. 
Hamburger, 1995 WL 579679 (Mass. Supp. 1995). 
m.   Duty of loyalty and care arguably includes principles of competency, efficiency, and 
accountability. 
n.     There are no independent ethical provisions, separate from the Senate Committee on 
Oversight’s powers to investigate the actions of senators, for other branches of the Student 
Government Association. 
o.     In order to maintain the governmental principle of “checks and balances,” the Senate 
Committee on Oversight is the best entity to serve as the oversight actor over all Student 
Government Association projects, entities, and actions. 
p.     Without proper investigatory powers, the Student Government Association Senate 
Committee on Oversight cannot properly serve as the oversight entity for the Student 
Government Association. 
q.     Pursuant to the Student Government Association’s promise of “train[ing] ourselves in 
democratic government,” the structure of the Student Government Association’s ethics law 
should include inclusive oversight powers similar to the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform or the U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. See SGA Const. Preamble; see, also, Rules of the 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, House of Representatives (2015); Rules of 
Procedure of the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, United States 
Senate (2015). 
r.      In order to conform to Student Government Association Constitutional language, the 
concept of “ethics” should be added to the title of the Senate Committee on Oversight. See SGA 
Const. Art. III § 7. 
s. Organized rules for the Committee on Oversight are needed in order to most effectively 
ensure proper oversight functions and to guarantee fairness and transparency. 



  
Section 2. Amendments to the Code of Laws to Ensure High Ethical Standards – Chapter 304 of 
the Student Government Association Code of Laws shall be amended to read as follows: 
  
Chapter 304.1 The Senate will maintain the committee on Academic Affairs, the Committee on 
Ethics and Oversight, the Committee on External Affairs, the Committee on Finance, the 
Committee on Rules, the Committee on Resolutions, and the Committee on Student Affairs. 
  
 …. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7 The Ethics and Oversight Committee's duties shall include but are not limited 
to: 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.1 Review all projects whose cost exceeds $700. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.2 Hearing of any ethical issues which may arise due to the actions of Senate 
members. complaints against any SGA officer, elected or appointed, regarding ethics, efficiency, 
and competence; and conducting investigations into such complaints, except when such 
proceedings are carried out as part of an impeachment process pursuant to Article IX, Section 2 
of the SGA Constitution. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.2.1 In the event that any complaint filed with the Ethics and Oversight 
Committee should be made against a member of the Ethics and Oversight Committee, or that any 
investigation carried out by the Ethics and Oversight Committee should be made into a member 
of the Ethics and Oversight Committee, said member shall recuse himself or herself from such 
proceedings for their duration except in the case that he or she should be subpoenaed by the 
Ethics and Oversight Committee to provide testimony. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.2.2 The Chairman of the Ethics and Oversight Committee shall have discretion 
to open an investigation into the actions of any SGA officer, elected or appointed, on the 
suspicion of corruption or incompetence without receiving a complaint as provided in Chapter 
304.7.2 if a simple majority of the Ethics and Oversight Committee agrees that probable cause 
exists to begin such an investigation. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.2.3 Any investigative procedure shall follow the Rules of the Committee on 
Ethics and Oversight. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.3.1 The Rules of the Committee on Ethics and Oversight shall be included in the 
Student Government Association Senate Rules and Regulations. 



  
Chapter 304.1.7.2.3 A copy of any report of the Committee on Ethics and Oversight findings 
pursuant to the Rules of the Committee on Ethics and Oversight shall be provided to the Speaker 
of the Senate, the Office of the Attorney General, the President, and the Webmaster for posting 
on the SGA Website. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.2.4 Any obstruction with any investigation carried out pursuant to Chapter 
304.7.2.1 or 304.7.2.2 or the Rules of the Committee on Ethics and Oversight shall be immediate 
grounds for impeachment. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.2.4.1 “Obstruction” is defined as any action, inaction, or assurances meant to 
hinder, delay, or void the results of an official investigation. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.3 Issuing penalties to Senate members for ethical infractions, when necessary. 
Drafting legislation to penalize any SGA officer following an investigation carried out pursuant 
to Chapter 304.1.7.2 of this Code, up to and including a petition for impeachment pursuant to 
Article IX, Section 2, Subsection A of the SGA Constitution. 
  
Chapter 304.1.7.4 Report on legislation committed to the Committee for consideration. 
  
Section 4. Enactment Clause - This Bill shall take effect immediately upon its signature by the 
President or its otherwise becoming law. 
  
Section 5. Distribution of Copies - Copies of this Bill and the Rules of the Committee on Ethics 
and Oversight shall be distributed to the following: Dr. Stuart Bell, The University of Alabama 
President; Dr. David Grady, The University of Alabama Vice President for Student Affairs; Dr. 
Tim Hebson, The University of Alabama Dean of Students; Dr. Mary Lee Caldwell, Director of 
Mentoring, Resiliency, and Citizenship; Casey Nelson, 2018 SGA President; Claire Parker, SGA 
Executive Secretary; Lance McCaskey, SGA Attorney General; and The Crimson White Media 
Group for informational purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Constitutional Amendment C-02-18 

The University of Alabama 
22nd Student Senate 2017-2018 

  
Author: Harrison Adams 

  
Sponsors: Senator Eric Silver, Senator Branden Greenberg, and Senator Baily Martin 

  
SGA CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

Dean of Students Oversight of Senate Standings 
  

Section 1. Findings 
All students at The University of Alabama deserve clear, transparent, and ethical representation 
by the Student Government Association (SGA). The SGA is dedicated to offering numerous 
opportunities for success for the students at The University of Alabama. The SGA has been 
committed to growing the students at The University of Alabama mentally, physically, and 
emotionally. Part of this growth is personal growth by individual students that occurs while 
attending The University of Alabama. There should be a change made to cater to the SGA’s 
overall effort of SNAM forgiveness. This change should be made in order to be in unison with 
the University’s stance and direction of SNAM forgiveness. This change increases the level of 
inclusivity to broaden the ability of students serving students, the motto of the SGA. 
Article 3: Legislative Branch; Section 3; Eligibility; (B) of the SGA Constitution defines the 
terms of eligibility for the SGA Senate. This section of the SGA Constitution needs to be 
amended to allow for students running for, or currently serving on, the SGA Senate to learn and 
grow from their mistakes. With the University moving in the direction of SNAM forgiveness, 
this amendment will give candidates or current senators opportunities to exemplify greatness as 
well as growing mentally, physically, and emotionally while choosing to, or currently serving 
fellow students at The University of Alabama. 
  
Section 2. Amendment 
Below is the current clause (B) of Article III; Section 3; Eligibility that was ratified as apart of 
the passing of C-02-17: 
  
(Article III); Section 3; Eligibility; (B) “Candidates for the Senate must be in good academic and 
disciplinary standing with The University of Alabama and must remain in this status during his 
or her term.” 
  



With this amendment, the above clause, Article III; Section 3; Eligibility; (B) will be 
amended in the SGA Constitution to state: 
  
(Article III): Legislative Branch; Section 3; Eligibility; (B) “Candidates for the Senate must be in 
good academic and disciplinary standing with The University of Alabama and must remain in 
this status during his or her term.” -unless there are mitigating circumstances in which the 
student can request a review for an exemption by the Dean of Students who shall assign 
appropriate sanctions in addition to whatever requirements are already in place by the 
Office of Student Conduct. 
  
Section 3. Ratification 
  
This bill will become law upon vote by 2/3rds vote of the SGA Senate and referendum of the 
student body. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Constitutional Amendment C-03-18 
The University of Alabama 

22nd Student Senate 
  

Author: Senator Baily Martin 
Co-Sponsors: Senators John Eagan and Harrison Adams 
  
Section 1. Findings 
Article VIII of the Constitution is heavily relied upon during spring and fall elections, as it is the 
guiding section for the selection of the Student Government Association (SGA) Student 
Elections Board, voting procedures, and candidate eligibility. In the past two elections, it has 
become apparent to many that the way by which the Student Elections Board is selected, and the 
procedures by which the Constitution holds the board accountable for need to be revised. 
Additionally, there are updates that need to be made to the whole of the Article in order to keep it 
up to date with current elections procedures. 
The purpose of this amendment is to accomplish four goals. First, to expand the number of 
students chosen to serve on the Student Elections Board, and ensure that there is wider 
representation, from all degree-granting colleges on campus. Secondly, to reform the process by 
which the members of the Student Elections Board is chosen, allowing SGA leaders to select the 
most qualified students to preside over elections, and giving the Dean of Students the ability to 
uphold the integrity of the Student Elections Board by approving the selection of the twelve 
candidates. Third, to ensure any conflicts of interest are removed from Student Elections Board 
hearings by implementing a recusal process for members. Lastly, to update minor aspects of the 
Article that are outdated. Students at The University of Alabama deserve be able to hold the 
Student Elections Board with the highest regard and deepest trust, with assurance that all Student 
Elections Board proceedings are fair. Thus, it is incumbent upon the 22nd Student Senate to 
amend this area of the Constitution. 
  
Section 2. Amendments 
(Article VIII) Section 1: Student Elections Board 

A.    All SGA elections shall be overseen by the Student Elections Board. 
B.    Composition. The Student Elections Board shall be composed of: 

1. At least one student representative from each degree-granting college, totaling 
twelve (12) members. 

2. One non-voting staff member, appointed by the University of Alabama Vice 
President for Student Life. 



 C. Selections. Student Elections Board members shall serve terms of at least one year and 
shall be selected as follows: 

1. An application will be posted to the SGA website the day following the 
Spring election, and will remain open for ten (10) full academic days. 

2. A review panel comprised of the outgoing SGA President, Speaker of Senate, 
Chief Justice, Executive Vice President, and Attorney General will convene to 
review applicants and select the new Student Elections Board, according to 
the guidelines outlined in subsection B. 

3. Names of the twelve (12) selected students will be forwarded to the Dean of 
Students office for approval. 

a. The Dean of Students will review academic and disciplinary records of 
selected students. 

b. Students who have open Student Non-Academic Misconduct or 
Academic Misconduct cases, or if they have unfinished sanctions from 
previous cases, are ineligible for the Student Elections Board. 

c. If a selected students has a past academic or disciplinary record, it is 
up to the discretion of the Dean of Students whether or not to approve 
the selected student. 

4. Once approved, the Student Elections Board will elect a Chair of Elections 
Board from within its membership. The Student Elections Board will also 
elect an Assistant Chair from within its membership, who will till take the 
place of the Chair should the Chair be absent for any reason. 

5. The Student Elections Board will serve their one-year term once selected until 
the following spring elections results are deemed final. 

D. Jurisdiction. The Student Elections Board shall regulate SGA elections and campaigns. All 
rules and regulations of the Student Elections Board shall reside in the Elections Manual, which 
shall be pursuant to only this Constitution. The Student Elections Board shall hear elections and 
campaign violation cases and issue decisions. 

1.     The Student Elections Board shall issue decisions in accordance with this 
Constitution and any rules and regulations created by the Student Elections 
Board that reside in the Student Elections Board manual. 

a. Panels of six (6) members and the Chair will preside over elections 
violations hearings and decisions. 

b. Should a member of the Student Elections Board have a conflict of 
interest with the candidate responsible for a violation, i.e. be members 
of the same organization, etc., that member must recuse themselves 
from hearings. 

                                                            i.         Should the Chair of 
the Student Elections Board need to 



recuse themselves from a hearing, 
the Assistant Chair will preside over 
the hearing. 

2. The Elections Manual is to be revised once per term, and must be completed 
one month prior to the date of the spring election. 

3.     The Senate, the Executive Council, or both student bodies have the power to 
review the rules and regulations of the Student Elections Board and may 
request any opinion from the Attorney General on the constitutionality of 
those rules and regulations. 

4.     Rulings and regulations of the Student Elections Board may be appealed to 
the SGA Judicial Board by any students at the University of Alabama. If the 
Judicial Board finds rulings and regulations of the Student Elections Board 
not in accordance with provisions of this Constitution or the Elections 
Manual, then the Judicial Board shall declare such rulings or regulations 
unconstitutional. 

5.     A ruling or regulation of the Student Elections Board that has been ruled 
unconstitutional by the Judicial Board shall declare such rulings or regulations 
unconstitutional. 

6.     The Student Elections Board shall forward hearings of elections and 
campaign violations that have issues pertaining to the Code of Student 
Conduct at The University of Alabama to the Office of Student Conduct. 

(Article VIII) Section 2: Voting. 
A.    Any Student currently enrolled at The University of Alabama may vote in SGA 

elections. 
B.    Students may case one vote for the Senate in their primary college of enrollment. 

Students may vote once for each elected executive official. 
C.    All SGA elections shall be conducted by secret ballot, via the voting portal on 

myBama. 
D.    Write-in votes shall be permitted in any SGA election. 
E.     Absentee ballots shall not be permitted in any SGA election. 
F.     Candidates for any executive shall be elected by a majority of votes cast. 

1.     A majority of votes cast is equal to fifty percent of the votes cast plus one 
additional vote. 

2.     In the event that candidates for any executive office fail to receive a majority 
of votes cast, a run-off election shall be conducted no sooner than two days 
following the election, but not later than ten full academic days after the 
election, for the two candidates that receive the largest percentage of votes 
cast. 



G. Candidates for Senate in each school or college shall be ranked in order of votes received 
from highest to lowest. 

1.     Based upon this ranking, candidates for Senate receiving the most votes shall 
be elected to represent their school or college. 

2.     The number chose shall be equal to the apportioned senate seats for each 
school or college as defined in Article III, Section 2 of this Constitution. 

3.     In the event of a tie in the number of votes received by candidates for Senate 
seats that results in a school or college surpassing the apportioned seats for 
that school or college, a tie will be broken by a run-off election that shall be 
on a date determined by the Student Elections Board. 

H. Any student wishing to contest the results of a SGA election shall file a petition in writing 
with the Executive Secretary of the SGA within three full class days after the elections results are 
available. 

1.     The Executive Secretary must notify the Student Judicial Board and the 
Student Elections Board within two full class days that a petition contesting 
the results of a SGA has been filed. 

2.     The hearing must be conducted by the Student Elections Board. If the 
student believes they have grounds to appeal the Student Elections Board 
decision, they may file an appeal of the decision with the Student Judicial 
Board. 

3.     The following shall be grounds for contesting election results: 
a.     Misconduct, fraud, or irregularity by any election official sufficient to 

change or place in doubt the result of a SGA election; 
b.     Ineligibility of any person election to the office in dispute; 
c.     Receipt of illegal votes or rejection of legal votes in an amount 

sufficient to change or place in doubt the result of a SGA election’ 
d.     An error in the counting of votes or in the declaration of the result of 

an election sufficient to change or place in doubt the result of a SGA 
election; 

e.     Any other cause sufficient to change or place in doubt the result of a 
SGA election. 

  
(Article VIII) Section 3: Candidates. 

A.    Candidates for elected SGA office shall be full-time students at The University of 
Alabama, meeting meeting established qualification before the election day. 

1.     Legislative branch requirements 
a.     Undergraduate candidates for legislative seats must have at least a 

2.30 GPA on a 4.0 scale (University of Alabama points only) and have 
earned 12 credit hours from The University of Alabama. 



b.     Law School candidates for legislative seats must have at least a 2.50 
GPA on a 4.0 scale (University of Alabama points only) and have 
earned 12 credit hours from The University of Alabama. 

c.     Graduate student candidates for legislative seats must have at least a 
3.00 GPA on a 4.0 scale (University of Alabama points only) and have 
earned 9 credit hours from The University of Alabama. 

2.     Executive branch requirements 
a.     Undergraduate candidates for legislative seats must have at least a 

2.30 GPA on a 4.0 scale (University of Alabama points only) and have 
earned 36 credit hours from The University of Alabama. 

b.     Law School candidates for legislative seats must have at least a 2.50 
GPA on a 4.0 scale (University of Alabama points only) and have 
earned 12 credit hours from The University of Alabama. 

c.     Graduate student candidates for legislative seats must have at least a 
3.00 GPA on a 4.0 scale (University of Alabama points only) and have 
earned 9 credit hours from The University of Alabama. 

3.     Write-in candidate requirements. Write-in candidates must meet the 
minimum certification qualifications set for candidates whose names appear 
on the ballot. 

B. All candidates shall maintain records showing the amount and source of campaign 
contributions as well as the amount and recipient of any expenditure or expenditures. 

1.     Candidates shall file a report with the Student Elections Board listing 
campaign contributions and expenditures once a week, each week, from the 
day they announce candidacy and ending the morning of the election. 

2.     The Student Elections Board shall make the weekly campaign contribution 
and expenditure form available publicly on the elections website within two 
day of receiving the weekly campaign contribution and expenditure form. 

C. Students reserve the right to organize themselves into factions. 
D. Each candidate for executive or legislative office shall file a Statement of Candidacy on a date 
specified by the Student Elections Board in order to have his or her name appear on the election 
ballot. 
  
Section 3. Ratification 
This bill will become law upon vote by 2/3rds vote of the SGA Senate and referendum of the 
student body. 
  
Section 4. Legitimacy 
The guidelines for this legislation came from the SGA Constitution. 
 



RESOLUTION R-20-18 
THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 

22nd SENATE 2017-2018 
  
Authored by: Senator Michael Smith 
Sponsored by: Senator Cara Clay 
  

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
RE-COMMEMORATE MORGAN HALL AFTER JULIETTE HAMPTON MORGAN 

  
WHEREAS, the University of Alabama’s campus currently has a academic building, 

home to the Department of English, named Morgan Hall; and 
  
WHEREAS, Morgan Hall is currently named after John Tyler Morgan, a Confederate 

general and a Grand Dragon in the Ku Klux Klan; and 
  
 WHEREAS, last year, the Editorial Board of the University’s student newspaper, The 

Crimson White, described the dedication of John Tyler Morgan thusly: “His name is a disgrace to 
the English department housed inside Morgan Hall. His name is a disgrace to the students, 
faculty and staff of all colors who have to pass through its doors. His name is a disgrace to a 
campus striving to re-define itself as an inclusive, national academic power.”; and 

  
WHEREAS, that statement was written in support of renaming Morgan Hall after prolific 

writer Harper Lee, a proposal rejected by those in power to make such a change; and 
  
WHEREAS, in attempt to reignite this issue while avoiding the potentially awkward 

situation of having an academic building named “Lee Hall”, which could be misconstrued as a 
dedication to Confederate State Army commander Robert E. Lee, some students have 
recommended renaming Morgan Hall after alumna Juliette Hampton Morgan (1914-1957); and 

  
WHEREAS, Juliette Hampton Morgan was a Montgomery-based librarian known best 

for her activism as a white ally of African American Alabamians, advocating for racial justice in 
the 1940s and 1950s; and 

  
WHEREAS, her most prominent activism came from her letters published in 

Montgomery Advertiser and the Tuscaloosa News, actively addressing the unjust conditions 
African American Alabamians lived in despite the high social and political cost; and 

  



WHEREAS in 2005, Juliette Hampton Morgan was inducted into the Alabama Women's 
Hall of Fame and the Montgomery County Commission voted unanimously to name the city's 
central branch the Juliette Hampton Morgan Memorial Library; and 

  
WHEREAS, Juliette Hampton Morgan earned her bachelor's and master's degrees in 

English from the University of Alabama, making her a perfect candidate to memorialize through 
the re-commemorate of Morgan Hall in her honor. 

  
Therefore, be it resolved, The Senate of the Student Government strongly encourages the 

University of Alabama administration to re-commemorate Morgan Hall after alumna Juliette 
Hampton Morgan to honor her brilliant legacy of activism while simultaneously removing the 
stain of the John Tyler Morgan’s name has placed on this University. 
  

Be it further resolved, that copies of this resolution be sent to the following: Dr. Stuart 
Bell, President of the University of Alabama; Casey Nelson, SGA President; Elizabeth Elkin, 
Editor-in-Chief of The Crimson White; and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



           Constitutional Amendment C-04-18 
The University of Alabama 
22nd Student Senate 2017-2018 

  
  
Author: Senator Michael Smith 
Sponsor: Senator Rob Harrington 

  
A Constitutional Amendment to Remove the Position of Executive Secretary 

  
Section 1. Findings 
While the role of Executive Secretary can accurately be described as obsolete in numerous 
ways, perhaps the best description was given by The Crimson White’s Editorial Board in the 
spring of 2018: “The position of SGA executive secretary, much like other secretarial positions 
in offices around the world, has become less and less essential in the modern age. That record 
keeping within SGA is still such a largely human enterprise is a result of a failure of our 
student leaders, for budgetary reasons or otherwise, to modernize their systems. We believe 
that the best candidate for executive secretary would present a plan to make his or her job 
obsolete by the next constitutional rewrite.” During that election cycle, the sole candidate for 
and the current holder of the position of Executive Secretary demonstrated a willingness to 
digitize the process of SGA secretarial work. Thus, it is incumbent upon the 22nd Student 
Senate to amend this area of the Constitution to reflect the seeming consensus of the 
obsolescence of the role of Executive Secretary, and to recodify existing responsibilities of the 
Executive Secretary to different positions. 

  
  
Section 2. Amendments 
  

(From Article IV) 

Section 2: Composition. The Executive Council shall be composed of the elected offices of 
President, Executive Vice President, Executive Secretary, Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
Vice President for External Affairs, Vice President for Student Affairs, and Vice President for 
Financial Affairs. The Executive Council shall also include an appointed Chief of Staff. 

(From Article IV) 

  



Section 4: Vacancies. In case of any vacancies which may occur in the executive branch of the 
SGA, the Executive Council shall nominate a qualified candidate to fill the vacancy. Vacancies 
in elected offices and members of the Executive Cabinet shall be approved by a majority vote, 
fifty percent plus one vote, of the Senate. The following procedure shall be used for 
appointment: 

A.  The applications shall be made available to all students at least ten full class days 
before the qualifications review process is to begin. 

B.   The qualifications review for executive officers shall be held by the Executive 
Council. 

C.   Interviews of qualified candidates must be held by the appropriate executive branch 
official. 

D.  The nomination shall be made and presented to the Senate for approval within ten full 
class days of the qualifications review and interview process. 

E.   In the absence of the President and the Executive Vice President, the line of 
succession shall be Speaker of Senate, Vice President for Financial Affairs, Vice 
President for Student Affairs, Vice President of Academic Affairs and Executive 
Secretary Vice President of External Affairs. 

F. The new president together with the remaining officers of the Executive Council will 
interview and appoint individuals to fill any remaining vacant Executive Council 
positions in accordance with Article IV, Section 4, Subections A-D. 

Section 5: Executive Powers and Duties of the President. The President of the Student 
Government Association shall: 

A.  Lead the SGA in achieving the objectives of this Constitution. 
B.   Serve as chairperson of the Executive Council. 
C.   Appoint the Chief of Staff within ten full class days of the beginning of his or her 

term of office. 
D.  Notify the Senate, in writing, of any vacancies which may occur in the Executive 

Council or Executive Cabinet, within ten full class days of receiving notice of such 
vacancy. If the Senate by its adjournment prevents such notice, the notice shall be 
given at the first meeting of the Senate after its adjournment. 

E.   Call special sessions of the Senate when deemed necessary. 
F. Reappoint any appointed officials of the executive branch who serve at the will of the 

President according to the provisions of Article IV, Section 4. 
G.  Form new committees as needed and assign them to the appropriate executive branch 

officials. 
H.  Serve as a member or an ex-officio member of all executive committees. 
I. Deliver the “State of the School Address” each semester. 



J. Possess a limited veto power. 
1. The SGA President shall exercise veto power as he or she sees fit over all 

Acts of Senate and Bills of Law passed by the Senate. 
a. A veto of Acts of Senate and Bills of Law must be done within five 

full class days after the President’s receipt of said legislation. 
b. After five full class days following the President’s initial receipt, all 

Acts of Senate and Bills of Laws will be considered passed with or 
without the President’s signature unless vetoed. 

2. The SGA President shall not possess the right to exercise a line-item veto over 
all Acts of Senate and Bills of Law passed by the Senate. 

3. The SGA President shall not possess the right to exercise a veto or line-item 
veto on Resolutions passed by the Senate. 

K.  Serve as chief liaison between the SGA and organizations internal and external to The 
University of Alabama. 

L.   Serve as the student representative to The University of Alabama System Board of 
Trustees, or if unable to attend, ensure the Executive Vice President is able to attend. 

M. Schedule Executive Council meetings. 
N.  Make available the “State of the School Address” each semester. 
O.  Instruct the incoming SGA President on all matters pertaining to the office of 

President before leaving office. 
(From Article IV) 

Section 7: Duties of the Executive Vice President. The Executive Vice President shall: 

A.  Assume the office of the President if the office becomes vacant for any reason, or if 
the President request the Executive Vice President to serve in the President’s absence. 

B.   Preside over the Senate prior to the election of the Speaker of the Senate by the 
members of the Senate. 

C.   Preside over meetings of the Senate for ceremonies of the SGA through status as a 
member ex-officio of the Senate. 

D.  Serve as a liaison between the First Year Council and the Faculty Senate by advising 
the First Year Council and Faculty Senate meetings or, if unable to attend, appoint an 
officer of the SGA to serve in his or her place. 

E.   Keep records of all Executive Council meetings and make these records available to 
within three full class days after the meetings. The records of the meetings shall 
indicate all Executive Council members present at the meetings. 

F.    Keep and make available a permanent record of this Constitution, SGA rules and 
regulations, and the structure of all SGA departments and offices and take 
responsibility for distributing them to all newly elected officers of the SGA. 



G.  Aid and oversee Executive Council projects at the discretion of the SGA President. 
G.  Perform other such activities as the President may assign. 
H.  Cast a vote in the case of a tie in the Senate. 
I.     Lead and assist the Vice Presidents of SGA in execution of projects, programs, and 

initiatives at the discretion of the SGA President. 
J.     Propose and execute policies of the SGA that foster healthy relations between 

students and faculty. 
K.  Instruct the incoming Executive Vice President on all matters pertaining to the office 

of the Executive Vice President before leaving office. 
  

Section 8: Duties of the Executive Secretary. The Executive Secretary shall: 

A.  Maintain a permanent record of all executive business. 
B.   B. Keep records of all Executive Council meetings and make these records available 

to sents within three full class days after the meetings. The records of the meetings 
shall indicate all Executive Council members present at the meetings. 

C.   Keep and make available a permanent record of this Constitution, SGA rules and 
regulations, and the structure of all SGA departments and offices and take 
responsibility for distributing them to all newly elected officers of the SGA. 

D.  Act as historian of the SGA by recording all SGA events. 
E.   Make available the “State of the School Address” each semester. 
F. Perform other such duties as the President or Executive Council may assign. 
G.  Instruct the incoming Executive Secretary on all matters pertaining to the office of the 

Executive Secretary before leaving office. 
  
(From Article VIII, Section 1) 
H.  Any student wishing to contest the results of a SGA election shall file a petition in writing 

with the Executive Secretary Chair of the Student Elections Board of the SGA within three 
full class days after the elections results are available. 

1.    The Executive Secretary Chair of the Student Elections Board must notify the 
Student Judicial Board and the Student Elections Board within two full class 
days that a petition contesting the results of an SGA election has been filed. 

  
Section 3. Ratification 
This bill will become law upon vote by 2/3rds vote of the SGA Senate and referendum of 
the student body. 

  
  
Section 4. Legitimacy 



The guidelines for this legislation came from the SGA Constitution. 
 


